Early Years Funding Guide – From September 2025
From September 2025, the UK government is expanding early years childcare support. Most working families with children under 5 will be entitled to 30 hours of funded childcare per week.
Funding is also available for disadvantaged families, including Free Early Education for Two-Year-Olds (FEET) and the Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP).
30 Hours Funded Childcare for Working Families
Eligibility Criteria
To qualify for 30 hours of funded childcare, parents must:
· Be working (employed or self-employed).
· Earn at least £183 per week (equivalent to 16 hours at minimum wage).
· Not earn more than £100,000 per year per parent.
Age Criteria
Eligible working families can access:
· 30 hours per week for children aged 9 months to 5 years, until they start school.
How to Apply
· Parents must apply via the Childcare Choices website.
· Families will receive a funding code to give to their childcare provider.
· Eligibility must be reconfirmed every three months.
Free Early Education for Two-Year-Olds (FEET Funding)
FEET funding provides 15 hours per week of free childcare for disadvantaged 2-year-olds.
Eligibility Criteria
Children qualify if their parent or carer receives:
· Income Support
· Jobseeker’s Allowance
· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
· Universal Credit (household income £15,400 or less after tax)
· Child Tax Credit or Working Tax Credit (household income £16,190 or less before tax)
· Guaranteed element of Pension Credit
· Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after stopping Working Tax Credit)
Children may also qualify if they:
· Are looked after by a local authority.
· Have an Education, Health, and Care (EHC) Plan.
· Receive Disability Living Allowance.
· Have left care under an adoption order, special guardianship order, or child arrangements order.
How to Apply
Parents must apply for FEET funding through Kingston upon Thames council family and Information Services, if applying to attend Doris Venner Pre School.
Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP)
EYPP provides additional funding to childcare providers to improve educational outcomes for disadvantaged 3- and 4-year-olds.
Eligibility Criteria
Children qualify if their parent or carer receives:
· Income Support
· Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
· Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
· Guaranteed element of Pension Credit
· Child Tax Credit (if the household income is less than £16,190 and the parent is not entitled to Working Tax Credit)
· Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after stopping Working Tax Credit)
· Universal Credit (if the household income is less than £7,400 per year, excluding benefits)
Children may also qualify if they:
· Were formerly looked after by a local authority in England or Wales through adoption, special guardianship, or a child arrangements order.
· Are currently looked after by a local authority.
Funding Amount
EYPP is paid per hour of early education entitlement, up to 570 hours per year (15 hours per week).
How to Apply
Parents should inform their childcare provider if they believe their child is eligible. Local authorities will check eligibility.
Additional Support for Early Years
Families with children who have additional needs may qualify for:
· Disability Access Fund (DAF): £800 per year for children receiving Disability Living Allowance.
For further details, visit Childcare Choices or contact your local council.

